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Albania: Prime Minister 

Rama and Minister Vengu 

inspect YIHA-III 

kamikaze drones             

in Kuçova Air Base 

Together with Prime Minister Edi Rama, Minister of 
Defense Pirro Vengu inspected the Kuçova Air Base.  The 
Albanian Air Force has deployed YIHA-III kamikaze 
drones, marking a significant development in the 
country’s military capabilities. These drones, developed 
by China, have gained attention for their combat 
performance, notably in recent conflicts. Here's a 
breakdown of what the deployment could mean: 

The YIHA-III is a type of loitering munition (LM) or 
kamikaze drone designed for precision strikes. It carries 
explosives onboard and can hover over an area, waiting 
for the perfect moment to target and strike a pre-
designated enemy. These drones are equipped with high-
resolution cameras and advanced targeting systems, 
allowing them to be used in tactical operations where 
precision is critical. Key features: 

• Range: The YIHA-III has a fairly long operational 
range, potentially up to 100-150 km (depending 
on payload and configuration). 

• Payload: Typically carrying a warhead designed 
to inflict maximum damage to ground targets. 

• Autonomy: Capable of autonomous flight and 
target acquisition, or remote-controlled if 
necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deployment of the YIHA-III would mark a 
modernization step for the Albanian Air Force. The 
drone’s precision targeting and ability to engage high-
value targets would improve Albania's defensive and 
offensive capabilities, especially in low-intensity conflict 
scenarios. 

Albania is situated in a region with complex geopolitical 
dynamics, where the integration of advanced 
technologies like the YIHA-III enhances the country’s 
military deterrence capabilities. The deployment of such 
drones could potentially act as a force multiplier, allowing 
the Albanian military to conduct operations with fewer 
assets on the ground while achieving greater precision. 

The deployment of the YIHA-III also signals closer military 
cooperation between Albania and China. Although 
Albania is a NATO member, the use of Chinese-made 
drones is a reminder of how countries sometimes procure 
military technology from diverse sources based on cost, 
capability, and geopolitical considerations. This move 
could be part of broader defense diversification strategies. 
While NATO generally relies on Western technologies, 
the Albanian Air Force’s use of the YIHA-III may raise 
questions about its integration into NATO’s collective 
defense framework. However, it’s not uncommon for 
NATO members to use diverse equipment, especially for 
non-core functions such as air support and surveillance. 

The introduction of such drones could have wider 
implications for the Balkans and surrounding areas. The 
use of YIHA-III drones might raise concerns from 
neighboring countries about military escalation or the 
introduction of more potent strike capabilities in the 
region. Influence other regional powers to enhance their 
drone capabilities, potentially leading to an arms race in 
loitering munitions and other autonomous weaponry. 
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